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VIVEKANANDA SHISUSIKSHA KENDRA

a model primary school under supervision of Gramonnayan Milan Samity
supported by Schoeck Familien Stiftung, Germany

Village : Khejurtala e PO. : Mayahauri e PIN-743337
South 24 Parganas e West Bengal e India %)




Gramonnayan Milan Samity (GMS) is an NGO,
registered under the West Bengal Societies Registration
Act, 1961 & associated with Lokeshiksha Parishad,
Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Narendrapur, as one of its
youth organizations. With an object of total rural
upliftment along the philosophical guideline of
Rabindranath Tagore and Swami Vivekananda it has been
working in the Sundarban area of South 24-Parganas
district since 1971. Among its various activities in the field
of agriculture, training & employment, health &
sanitation, economy & culture etc., itattempts toimpart a
standard education to primary level students through its
organ Vivekananda Shisusiksha Kendra (VSK), a Bengali
medium co-education school up to class-1V.

HisTorRY OF VSK : It was the year 1991-92, when VSK
started its initial journey as a free coaching centre with
some 10-12 students then studying in the local
government primary schools. Gradually, to meet the need
of the locality and also for the mission itaimed at, finally, it
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evolved to a full phased prima ry school under the present
name and style. During the years of its service it has been
working to shape a composite and complete model best
suited to the children and has established an esteemed
position in the locality for its endeavour and progress.

FEATURES : VSK is aimed at achieving an all-round
manifestation of children's mind through a balanced
growth of their merit and human quality. It has been
following a method of teaching which is based mostly on
conception. Instead of simply memorizing a lesson,
students are guided to understand it and express their
mind through group discussions amongst themselves.
Optimum attention and care is extended to individual
ts through division of classes into small sections. In
o maintain uniformity among different sections,
y materials are prepared and distributed regularly
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(among the students.
rotationally on all major

‘eekly unit tests are held
s for prompt detection of
mistake and its rectifica Monthly parents' meet is
organaised to keep them iormed about the attendance
and progress of their wards and also to exchange views
about necessary future steps.

CURRICULUM : VSK follows the syllabus prescribed for the
government primary schools. In addition, regular classes
on work-education, bratachari, drawings & paintings,
dance and music, library study etc. are set in routine to
make the school hours joyful on the one hand and on the
other, to draw attention of the students to different
creative fields. They are inspired to take part in extra-
curricular activities like writing, story telling, speech,
debate, recitation and in cultural events organised by the
school. Programmes on social work, community service
and short term group tours are also conducted to invoke
sense of social commitments and fraternity feelings
among the students,

STUDENTS : Almost all the students belong to Scheduled
Casts and Muslim community, the economically and
educationally weaker sections of the society and a good
number of them are first generation school comer. They
are selected once in a year only for lower preparatory
stage on basis of vicinity of their residence to the school.
All text books and other educationa! requisites are
supplied at subsidized prices and even at free of costs, if
sorequired.

TEACHERS : Teachers are selected from local unemployed
youths and educated house-wives having propensity to
child care and social service. Subsequently, they are
trained up and are regularly guided and supervised to
expertise them in their day-to-day works. Some of our old
teachers are also trained up from reputed missionary
institutions like R.K. Mission and Christian Missionary
schools. At the end of every month they are to prepare a
self-assessed report of their individual performance and
progress.




INFRASTRUCTURE : GMS has built up a two storied pucca
construction covering 5600 sq.ft. (approx) area for VSK. It
is well equipped with in-built sanitation system and a
deep tube- well for drinking water. Of late, electricity
connection has been extended. Pending the plumbing
works of the whole premises, a small pump has been set
up as emergency measure, to lift water only for bathroom
use. A small library of text and reference books, as well as
some books of child-literature, has been set up
incorporating library classes to daily routine. A computer
sethasalso been installed but asitis too insufficient to the
number of students, no class on computer can be allotted
until now.

PROGRESS & ACHIEVEMENTS : VSK has been serving the
locality as an institution for rearing up and upbringing of
future talents. The progress and success it achieved il
date are visible from various facts. Majority of our
students, after their class-IV, attend government schools
for their high school studies. Every year a good number of

them are selected, through competitive merit tests, in
different reputed institutions. The VSK students maintain
a prestigious rank and position in their respective classes
and schools almostin all cases. In 2016, four VSK students
have secured their admission into Government of India's
Naboday School, which provides a standard education
only for meritorious students at free of costs including
food and lodging.

Till the end of academic year 2017, total 453 students
have passed class-IV from VSK. A recent survey reveals
that thereis no school-dropper among them for academic
lapse. A good number of our ex-students have completed
their higher education successfully and have: ]
services. The progress and success may also §
through comparison of some figures at our startir
dear 1991) and the same as at present.




( Point of comparison l 1991 | 2017 ‘

Number of students 1.2 374
Number of teachers 1 i
Number of villages participating 2 17

VSK, since its inception, has been struggling with so many
negative forces implanted in its surroundings. One of
which is persistent lack of education-consciousness. At
one time we had to visit door to door to convince parents
to send their children to school. Now a growing interest
among them is visible from their attendance in guardian
meetings and queries often made.

FUND MANAGEMENT : Financial limitation has obviously
been a strong barrier before VSK all along. The area is
dependent partly on monocrop agriculture (due to saline
based soil) and partly on labour in different unorganized
fields. The economic condition of the locality, coupled
with lack of education-consciousness, has made VSK
bound to maintain a minimum fee-chart bearable to local
mass. Consequently, there is always a long gap between
VSK's earning and expenditure. GMS has been struggling
to bridge up it with its uncertain source of donations. The
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teachers cannot be offered even minimum-fair
remuneration. Many of our plans remain suspended or
are implemented in part. However, the situation has
improved by a measurable extent since Schoeck Familien
Stiftung, Germany, kindly extended their support. The
teachers are now in a relatively better position. VSK can
venture even for teachers of better merit. Study materials
are supplied regularly and weekly tests are held with
printed question papers. Above all, VSK, to some extent, is
relieved of its financial uncertainties and can concentrate
on improvement of class-curricula and its administration.

NEEDS AHEAD : VSK's future steps are designed in the
following manner:
J
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(. construction of three class rooms and creation of two
new posts of teachers.

® introduction of value education classes with due
importance on indigenous heritage.

@ installation of computer sets by steps in every class
room & introduction of computer classes as well as
audio visual projection of lessons. ;

® erection of another deep tube well to avoid excessive
pressure on the existing one.

® setting up of a solar system to avoid uncertainties of
electric supply and recurring expenditure connected
with it,

V5K needs a solid fund to get relief form its financial
uncertainties. Until now the teachers' honorarium is far
below the salary of any teacher in government primary
school, though they undertake no less responsibility than
the latter. Unfortunately, no provision for their future or
benefit of any social security measure can be extended to
them. In addition, VSK has the essential works mentioned
above. It would be of great use if any philanthropic
organization and/or benevolent person in India or abroad
extends their co-operation and assistance to make the
mission successful.
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